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About
BOS Canada
BOS Canada is an independent, registered Canadian charity founded to support orangutan conservation and raise awareness of the threats to
orangutan survival. We are dedicated to protecting wild and rehabilitant orangutans and
their native habitat. Activities in Canada focus
on education and fundraising. The funds we
raise mainly support orangutan protection in
the field, in Indonesia and Malaysia, e.g., rescuing
displaced wild orangutans, rehabilitating excaptives to forest life, surveying and protecting
existing orangutan populations and habitat, and
conservation education. We operate entirely by
dedicated volunteers to minimize administrative
costs and ensure that the funds we raise reach
the projects we support in the field.

From the
Executive Director
The Year of Living Dangerously. 2020
brought more bad news - this time, covid-19
on top of growing human threats to remaining wild orangutans and their habitat. There
has also been some good news: Kutai NP did
not suffer serious fire damage this year, our
team has been allowed to stay in the park to
protect it, and the orangutans they’ve seen
are doing well and some have new babies.
Orangutans in Kutai National Park. I
spent only *one* month at our project in
Kutai NP. Just as I arrived covid-19 was
spreading internationally. Within a month,
immigration regulations were tightening
worldwide, and international airports were
threatening to shut down. My Indonesian
research visa was soon expiring and it was
unlikely to be renewed while c-19 conditions
remained serious. In the interests of safety, I
returned to Canada and have been working
from home in Toronto since then. The good
news is that our orangutan field research
team is safe (there are few people in the forest so in fact probably one of the safest places to be), was able to continue our normal
research work while my research permit
remained valid, and obtained permission to
stay at our field sites after it expired in order
to help protect KNP’s forest and orangutans
as well as its facilities from poachers.

Pan, Putri’s current youngest offspring, now a
7-year-old juvenile and old enough to be semiindependent. We’ve ’known’ him since he was
a newborn, in Nov, 2013. Putri is likely to reproduce again (she has been mating) so he will
soon be on his own.
We’ve continued the expansion of our newsletter
to include articles on other nonhuman primates,
because many are under threat from humans.
We use them in research, catch and sell them as
collectibles, take over their native habitat, and kill
them - largely because they are so much like us.
What a way to treat our relatives! At least we
can spread news of local and international events
affecting them and efforts to protect them.
Our members have also been active on other
fronts. Important locally, several contribute actively to Story Book Farm Primate Sanctuary,
Sunderland Ontario, which cares for primates
rescued from captivity and retired from labs.
Donations. We are very grateful for the numerous personal donations we have received, plus
$50,000 USD from Indianapolis Zoo. The IZ
funds are designated for research and conservation work in Kutai NP, in collaboration with the
Kutai orangutan project and the park office.
BOS Canada Conservation Grants. We are
offering small conservation grants again in 2020;
see our announcement later in the newsletter.
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** THE YEAR OF LIVING DANGEROUSLY **
Orangutans and Covid-19
Anne Russon
As we all undoubtedly know, 2020 has
been an exceptionally difficult and dangerous
year thanks to covid-19. Covid-19 was first
identified in Dec. 2019, spreading internationally by early 2020, declared a global pandemic
in Mar. 2020, and has been growing worse
since then.

Apes (SGA). Their link (below) provides up-todate guidance and recommendations on covid19 for practitioners and industry.
 ovag.org/news/non-human-primate-covid-19information-hub
 umnadvet.instructure.com/courses/324

Orangutans along with the other nonhuman great apes - chimpanzees, bonobos, and
gorillas - are considered particularly vulnerable to covid-19 infection because of their
close genetic similarities to humans,
 www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/2020
/11/endangered-primates-face-high-risk-ofcatching-covid-19/
 www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2020/10/20
1005080857.htm

Concerns over covid-19 risks to nonhuman species, are unfortunately realistic. A tiger
at the Bronx Zoo, e.g., recently tested positive
for covid-19. Nonhuman primates are also
known to be susceptible to covid-19. Long-tail
macaques are one example (see Mongabay link
below). There are many macaque species, some
of which share wild orangutan habitat - longtail macaques are among them. Macaques are
infamous for crop-raiding, which is a longstanding source of human–macaque conflict.
Crop raiding would bring macaques into close
contact with humans, that could easily result in
humans’ infecting them with covid-19, and
covid-19 infected macaques could transmit the
virus to other primates who share their forest
habitat - orangutans included.
 www.bbc.com/news/science-environment52236493
 news.mongabay.com/2020/04/tapanuliorangutan-covid19-indonesia-sumatraconservation-ape-dam/

The Orangutan Veterinary Advisory
Group (OVAG), has developed an online
information hub to make current expert
medical knowledge on orangutans’ vulnerability to covid-19 freely available (link below).
Both the covid-19 situation and our understanding of it change rapidly, so the information posted is updated frequently. OVAG’s
website information on covid-19 also links to
resources and advice from the IUCN SSC
Primate Specialist Group’s Section on Great

One consequence is increased concerns for
Tapanuli orangutans, the newly recognized species
of Sumatran orangutans. Their surviving population is so small that it is already at extremely high
risk of extinction. It is experiencing very close
contact with humans due to increasing
‘development’ in its remaining native habitat.
Several agencies that work to protect
orangutans have taken measures to protect the
orangutans in their care from covid-19. One example is below
 orangutan.or.id/mawas-staff-take-action-to-curbspread-of-covid-19/

‘Fun’ fact: I titled this article “The Year of
Living Dangerously” because I thought if captured
the essence of the current covid-19 situation for
for orangutans living in native habitat - most of
which lies in Indonesia. Some of you may realize
that I borrowed this title from a well-known
1980s movie about another episode of great strife
in Indonesia: the 1965 overthrow of its President
Sukarno. (and that movie derived from Christopher John Koch’s 1978 novel, by the same name,
on this period in Indonesia’s history). The movie’s
worth watching, by the way…..
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Orangutans in Kutai National Park - 2020
Anne Russon, Purwo Kuncoro, & Astrini Ayundari
Orangutan Kutai Project & Glendon College, York University, Toronto
Well, things have been very
difficult for our orangutan research
and conservation project in Kutai
National Park - as they have been
for most other field projects this
year. Covid-19 slowed us down by
April, given concerns over spreading C-19 to orangutans. And, due
to C-19’s rapid spread world-wide,
I returned to Canada then. Our
research stopped altogether at the
end of May, when my Indonesian
research permit expired. My 202021 permit is approved, but by May
the government had stopped issuing new foreign research permits
due to the pandemic.
On the positive side, the Kutai
NP authority gave our Indonesian
field staff permission to stay at the
two field sites we use in order to
protect the facilities, orangutans,
and other forest flora and fauna
from poachers. If these areas had
been abandoned, poachers would
have quickly moved in, trashed the
facilities, and resumed poaching
wildlife and forest resources.
So, although our field teams
could not continue following
orangutans, we could patrol and
concentrate on reforestation work.
At both sites, we maintain small
tree nurseries to prepare seedlings
that we collect in the forest for
later planting, Given our interests,
we focus our seedling collection on
tree species that provide important
resources to resident orangutans
(especially foods and nesting
sites/resources), and focus our
transplanting on areas that local

orangutans are known to use and
that would benefit from enrichment.
We have done this on-site forest
enrichment work on a relatively
small scale for the last 6 years. This
year, it has become our primary activity. So far this year (Oct/19Oct/20), our field teams have planted nearly 900 saplings in our two
research areas (Bendili, Prevab) and
provide substantial care after transplanting to improve seedlings’ survival rates (e.g., clearing choking lianas
and other competitive vegetation).
On the research front, collecting and transplanting and caring for
seedlings takes our field teams regularly into the forest in both study
areas that we use - especially to areas we know to be important to
orangutans. So they sometimes see
orangutans and report on who they
encounter and their condition. This
is especially important to our understanding of adult female reproduction, which requires long-term data.
Including 2020 reports, we now have
10 years’ KNP reproduction data.
Our focus has been how often
adult females reproduce (IBI - interbirth intervals) and whether they
support two immature offspring simultaneously (OS - offspring stacking).
Data from other sites indicate long
IBI (7-8 years) and no OS. The explanation - native forests are ‘poor’
producers of orangutan foods so
adult females can’t ‘afford’ to reproduce more often or to support more
than one offspring at a time.
As of last year, we has obtained
enough current and historical data to

assess and document IBI and OS in
KNP’s adult female orangutans. We
have followed two of these adult females for 6-10 years, and these data
show short IBI (~6 yr) and OS (~2 yr).
This year, our field teams have
occasionally seen orangutans while
patrolling or working in the forest on
reforestation, and reported their observations to our field managers. They
reported seeing two adult females we
have studied (Sally, Labu) with new
infants, and saw both often enough to
accurately estimate when each infant
was born. They also saw Putri several
times, often with Pan, and reported
her mating then looking pregnant. So
we may soon be able to record another birth. (See photos in our ‘adoptions’
section). Adding these observations to
our long-term data enabled us to estimate two more IBIs and document 2
cases of offspring stacking; both IBIs
are even shorter (5.0 & 5.5 yr)
On the conservation front, forest fires have not been a problem in
the areas we use this year and we have
not had to fight fires. Climate conditions have helped considerably: the dry
season early in 2020 was not severe,
and relatively high rainfall followed.
We have continued and extended
our forest tree nurseries and our forest enrichment work in both research
areas. We collect seedlings of native
tree species important to resident
orangutans that are already growing
inside the park, care for them in small
field nurseries until they are large
enough to transplant, then plant them
in suitable habitat that would benefit
from enrichment.

BOS Canada

Continued…
There are many such areas in
KNP, e.g., areas that have not yet
recovered from 1990s drought and
fire damage or from past and current
illegal logging. To date, our field
teams have concentrated on transplanting seedlings in areas that have
been overtaken by invasive vegetation (e.g., ferns, shrubs, lianas).
Long-term aims are restoring these
areas to orangutan-useful forest.
Also important is caring for
seedlings after transplanting, largely
to curb competing vegetation: lianas
climb and choke seedlings, and invasive ground vegetation, e.g., ferns
and some shrubs, crowds them out.
Our aftercare includes regular clearing of competing vegetation around
seedlings we have planted. Seedlings
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Kutai NP Orangutans 2020
provided this care survive better and
grow faster than those that are not.
Our oldest are now 3-4 yrs old, and
up to ~3 m high. See photos below.

This year our field teams prepared 2000+ seedlings, over half for
Bendili, They will be planted when
they are large enough and rainfall is
good. In the Prevab area, ~500-700

have been planted to date and the
nursery has 600-800 seedlings.
I am also pleased to have finalized two cooperation agreements
for research and knowledge sharing
between our KNP project/my university and Indonesian partners.
The first is with STIPER, a nearby
agricultural/ forestry college. I hope
some of its students can benefit
from projects that our KNP field
team and facilities can support. The
second is with UNAS, a well-known
university in Jakarta with several
prominent orangutan researchers
on its faculty and students likely to
be interested in orangutan related
research projects.

PHOTOS: LEFT - tree seedlings transplanted into existing forest. MIDDLE - size to which tree seedlings we have
planted have already grown. RIGHT - clearing invasive grasslands to create areas for transplanting seedlings
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Orangutan Projects & Covid-19
To provide a better view of how orangutans
elsewhere are faring this year, as covid-19 conditions prevail, we compiled a collection of news
items from several major orangutan projects in
native habitat and in sanctuaries.
Patti Regan’s Center for Great Apes, Florida
Our 2019 newsletter included an article
about Sandra, an orangutan held captive for
years, A judge in Argentina granted her legal
“personhood” status and ruled she must be sent
to a sanctuary. Florida’s Center for Great Apes
(CGA), the only accredited sanctuary for
orangutans in the USA, accepted her and in 2019
Sandra finally arrived there. Sandra is in the news
again this year, because of a video posted online
of her washing her hands in soapy water. This
video went viral and the story got twisted: Sandra started washing her hands, it was said, because she saw her caregivers doing it often during the covid-19 crisis. So covid-19 causes fake
orangutan news...
www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/2020/04/coro
navirus-fake-animal-news-part-two/
Gunung Palung Orangutan Project, West
Borneo
This posting focuses on pandemic-caused
costs to orangutan conservation. It has crippled
research and conservation by interrupting both
and limiting networking and collaboration. Both
depend on funding, so hits to the economy globally have made funding more difficult to secure.
Covid-19 lockdowns and travel restrictions have
halted most global travel, so many field research
sites have temporarily shut down. This in turn
results in reducing or stopping surveillance of
formally protected areas. As conservation presence and activities wane in these areas, more
poachers have easy opportunities to enter. Economic pressures can also force local people to

poach wildlife or log illegally to survive themselves. See GPOP’s website for information on
how they try to improve the situation.
savegporangutans.org/covid-and-conservation/
Borneo Nature Foundation, Central Borneo
BNF has instituted similar procedures in
order to limit covid-19 risks in their field research and conservation work. BNF is among
the projects that have suspended monitoring
nonhuman primates in their study area to avoid
infecting them. As c-19 risks are unlikely to diminish in the foreseeable future, BNF is working
to develop a longer-term research strategy that
balances the risks of transmitting covid-19
against the risks of stopping primate research.
BNF is continuing its conservation work (e.g.,
reforestation, patrols to control poaching, maintaining teams to fight forest fires) but has suspended most work that requires group meetings
and/or replaced it with online communication.
www.borneonaturefoundation.org/en/news/borneonature-foundation-and-covid-19-opportunities-andchallenges/
Sumatran Orangutan Conservation Project
SOCP, a major orangutan rehabilitation
and conservation project in Sumatra, has also
suspended all but essential orangutan monitoring activities and implemented health controls
for essential work (e.g., masks, distance).
SOCP recently received support from Leonardo DiCaprio for a campaign to protect Sumatran orangutans from covid-19
www.sumatranorangutan.org/
www.thejakartapost.com/life/2020/07/18/leonardo
-dicaprio-shows-support-for-sumatran-orangutanconservation-program.html

BOS Canada
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Orangutan Projects & Covid-19

BOS Foundation, Indonesian Borneo
The BOS Foundation operates several
rehabilitation projects for ex-captive orangutans
and supports one wild orangutan research project (Tuanan) in central Borneo. It has closed all
its orangutan facilities to visitors, volunteers, and
researchers; checks the health of all essential
staff twice daily; requires all office staff to work
from home; has developed covid-19 protocols
for veterinary staff working directly with
orangutans; has developed protocols for controlling covid-19 spread if it be detected; and
continues to pay salaries to staff not working
due to c-19.
www.orangutan.or.id/bosf-official-statement-covid-19/

Orangutan Foundation International (OFI)
OFI, which supports orangutan conservation in Tanjung Putting National Park in Central
Borneo, operates tourist visits to view forest
living orangutans there, and operates an orangutan care centre for orangutans in need of medical care, has instituted procedures to ensure
orangutans’ health and safety in each of these
settings. As elsewhere, some important work
has had to be suspended to control against
spreading covid-19 to these orangutans and the
staff working with them.
orangutanfoundation.org.au/covid-19-update-specialprecautions-to-ensure-the-health-and-safety-oforangutans/

Hutan-Kinabatangan Orangutan Conservation Programme, Sabah
Hutan’s orangutan conservation programme focuses on highly disturbed habitat
along Sabah’s Kinabatangan River, including areas
dominated by human industry and areas that attract many tourist groups for orangutan watching. Hutan has been helping develop guidelines
for keeping great apes safe from human transmitted diseases (e.g., TB, respiratory illnesses,
ebola, covid-19). Covid-19 has not yet been detected in wild great apes, but they are humans’
closest living relatives and are susceptible to infection with SARS-CoV-2 - the virus responsible
for the covid-19 pandemic. The major recommendation to minimize transmission risk is to
avoid any human-great ape interactions, even
indirect ones (e.g. entering ape habitats, interacting with local people who enter ape habitat in
search of natural resources)
www.hutan.org.my/our-work/orang-utans/
www.worldlandtrust.org/news/2020/06/covid-19-thethreat-to-orangutans/

OVAG: Orangutan Veterinary Advisory Group
OVAG’s mission is capacity building for
vets working with wildlife, especially orangutans.
It has supported vets and orangutan centers via
on-site field visits and training, continuing education for vets, and providing policies and advocacy
for orangutan conservation. Its network comprises an extensive array of veterinarians, conservation managers, researchers, academics, and
everything in between. OVAG has developed a
Non Human Primate COVID-19 Information Hub
web page, as a resource for those working at the
human-non human primate interface.
https://umnadvet.instructure.com/courses/324
The Orangutan Conservancy (OC)
OC is one of several international charitable agencies offering funding to assist orangutan
conservation, including emergency covid-19
funding (e.g., OC - to the Jogjakarta Wildlife Rescue Center and the Sintang Orangutan Center)
www.orangutan.com/projects/recent-projects/
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STORY BOOK FARM PRIMATE SANCTUARY
SUNDERLAND, ON
December, 2020….
To all who have helped us this
year, thank you so much for your
continued support. 2020 has been a
very challenging year for everyone,
and very busy and difficult for us.
Unfortunately, because monkeys
can get COVID 19, we had to cancel
our usual monthly Open Days from
April to October and the comedy
show fundraiser and other fundraising opportunities we had planned.
We’ve had some sadness at the
sanctuary this year. Julien, our very
sweet Japanese macaque, died of an
apparent heart attack or stroke early this year. His partner, Lexy, was
instrumental in helping Julien settle
with us when he first arrived from
the roadside zoo where he was kept
outdoors year-round. Initially, Julien
didn’t like being approached - even
by our caregivers - and showed his
discomfort by self-mutilating.
Over the years, Julien began to
trust more and his arm-biting habit
became very infrequent. Most recently, at our Open Days last year,
he would actually call out to our
visitors to come and visit him.
We miss Julien and his gentle
demeanour but are happy that we
were able to help him overcome his
anxiety. One of the highlights for me
at the sanctuary was to see Julien
and Lexy lying on their favourite
outdoor swing in the summer and
grooming each other as the sun set.
Our artist-in-residence, Pockets
Warhol, a white-capped capuchin,
continues to captivate people
around the world with his art. Recently he was chosen to create several pieces being featured as part of
a new music project by Martin Gore
of Depeche Mode which will be re-

leased in January 2021.
This year we completed construction of our new building to
house 4 monkeys and 5 lemurs
seized from a Quebec zoo because
of abuse and neglect. All of them
have been moved into their new
home. All their enclosures face
south so they get maximum light;
even in the winter, they can lie in
the sun as it shines through their
large windows.
We have named the building George’s Haven in honour of
our wonderful spider monkey who
died on Jan. 24, 2018. George was
beloved by humans and monkeys
alike and is missed terribly. His spirit
lives on in The Haven, as a place of
peace and healing for those monkeys
that have come after him.
Samson, our Japanese macaque
who suffers from severe arthritis,
continues to do well. Thanks to the
joint supplements and pain meds
that have been prescribed for him,
he can now move more quickly; he
can also get around more easily because of the many ramps we have
built for him in the indoor and outdoor enclosures he shares with Bella. The building his in-floor heating,
which is particularly comforting for
Samson and his joints.
When Judy and Johnny, our two
new olive baboons, arrived they
were frantic when they were fed.
Over time they have become a little
less anxious around food. However,
Johnny can still be quite aggressive
and will try to steal food from Judy.
We try to avoid that by orchestrating the way we feed them.
To me, enrichment for the monkeys is just as important as feeding
and cleaning them. One form of en-

richment we use is packing their dinners into boxes we recycle (cereal,
shoes, pills, etc). We put peanuts or
other treats in a small box, put that
box plus more food in a larger box,
then place that box plus even more
food inside an even larger box. We
tape up the boxes as we go along.
All this is to make it just a little
more difficult for the monkeys to get
at their food, so they have to work
for it as they would in the wild.
When it comes to feeding Judy
and Johnny, we give Johnny one large
box to work on while Judy gets a
several smaller boxes. The idea is, if
Johnny steals one of her boxes she
still has other boxes of food to enjoy. Baboons and macaques also have
cheek pouches which allow them to
quickly store their food for later...
Judy has become very adept at stuffing her cheek pouches.
Early this year we needed to operate on our rhesus macaque Gerdie.
She was found to have a fist-sized
growth in her abdomen. Fortunately, the growth was successfully removed and, several months later,
with the aid of x-rays, we were able
to substantiate that the growth had
not returned. Gerdie is again her
normal feisty self, enjoying life with
her best friend Boo.
Boo seems to have become
more confident and no longer depends on a stuffie to accompany her
every movement. We have provided
many potential replacements for the
remains of her last stuffie, but she
has not chosen any of them.
We have been able to provide a
much needed upgrade to the sanctuary this year - we created a space in
George’s Haven to house a medical
facility. Because monkeys require
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STORY BOOK FARM PRIMATE SANCTUARY
SUNDERLAND, ON
very specialized care and we are unable to take them to the local veterinarian when they show signs of illness, having a dedicated space to
address medical issues is paramount.
It allows our medical team
(volunteer veterinarians and animal
caregivers) to provide immediate
care when needed and to conduct
medical procedures on site. It also
reduces considerably the level of
stress for the animals (and their
caregivers!), as they no longer need
to be transported to an external
facility. Just last week we were able
to give Pierre a health checkup including an ECG, x-rays and dental
cleaning. We even polished his
teeth! (we used a mint flavor although I think he might have preferred cherry....)
We committed to the $20,000
expenditure for minimal medical
facility equipment at the beginning of
the year, before COVID-19. We
hope you can help us pay for all the
equipment we need.
As our monkeys age, health care
becomes ever more important. We
are lucky to now be able to do regular health check-ups and surgical
procedures on-site.
We have also almost finished
renovations in the oldest (20-year
old) part of the sanctuary. (I said it
was a busy year.) This will finally
allow us to move Max and Darwin
next to each other so we can try a

much-anticipated introduction.
This time of year is always a reminder of Darwin’s arrival. In December it will be eight years since
Darwin was brought to the sanctuary after being found walking around
an IKEA parking lot. It was so long
ago that we actually have volunteers
who don’t know the Darwin story
that blew up around the world!.
We believe Darwin and Max are
around the same age and, with Lexy
as a responsible adult overseeing
them, we hope they will become
great companions.
As you can see it has been a
very busy year.
Our plans for a
new building as part of The Next
Chapter have been delayed because
of other priorities. We needed to
provide a home for the nine primates seized from a zoo. We were
able to take advantage of extra space
in the building and make room for a
medical facility. We needed to upgrade our oldest space so that Max
and Darwin can finally meet.
However, our plans to build a
new larger sanctuary continue and,
along with that, we need to hire fulltime help.
We hope you can help us move
ahead with our plans to not only
help the monkeys we have lead a
happy and fulfilled life but also to be
able to help more monkeys. We
never know when the next monkey
is going to need a new home.

Thank you for your continued support, and for being part of the Story
Book family. Best wishes for a safe
and healthy 2021 from us all at Story
Book. We hope you will be able to
come and visit us next year.

Several BOS Canada members and supporters work with Story Book Farm, a sanctuary for primates rescued form illegal captivity. Darwin, the famous Ikea monkey, and
Pockets Warhol, the famous artist, are among them. SBF provides valuable and important contributions to animal welfare. Check out their website and consider donating
to help them provide good care for the primates they shelter - and a visit, once it’s safe...

www.storybookmonkeys.org/
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HOPE IN THE TIME OF COVID-19
… a little light in the long dark tunneL
A book worth reading, on
orangutans and other great great
apes - our closest living relatives.

Docs4GreatApes.
10203 Charlton Drive,
R.R. 1 Denfield, Ontario,
N0M 1P0

Canada Not-for-profit Corporation # 855145-6
Reg. Charity # 80157 2330
RR0001
www.Docs4GreatApes.org

Pockets Warhol Scores Again !!!!
Pocket’s artwork has gained more admirers, international as well
as Canadian. A few you may recognize are:
 Margaret Atwood
 Jann Arden
 Chris Hadfield: 1st Canadian astronaut to walk in space)
 Jimmy Carter: ex President of the USA
 Martin Gore: a founding member of and primary songwriter
for British band Depeche Mode His forthcoming EP, The Third
Chimpanzee, features several Pocket’s works (two here →
 The Dalai Lama
Some of their picks here → →
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Orangutans in the News — 2020
SOME HOPE FOR SAVING TAPANULI ORANGUTANS … DAM DELAYED
This month, Science magazine reported that a major threat to these orangutans - the world’s rarest great ape receded. In response to international pressure, the Bank of China this summer abandoned its plan to finance the
Batang Toru hydropower project, which would reduce the already tiny habitat of the Tapanuli orangutan. The
project reported that this withdrawal will, at least, delay the project for several years.
www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/12/dam-threatening-world-s-rarest-great-ape-faces-delays
TORONTO ZOO ORANGUTANS TO GET A NEW EXHIBIT
Toronto Zoo has had orangutans since 1974 - but never provided them with outdoor facilities. A new project
will build them two new outdoor habitats, expected to open to the public late in the summer of 2021.
www.cisc-icca.ca/rjc-builds-an-outdoor-orangutan-exhibit-for-the-toronto-zoo
CENTER FOR GREAT APE - ORANGUTANS
Last year we included a story about Sandra, an orangutan granted “personhood” in Brazil, and now in the care
of the Center for Great Apes in Florida. CGA currently cares for 23 orangutans, Sandra included. See thei
website (below) for updates on Sandra and the other orangutans www.centerforgreatapes.org/meet-apes/orangutans/
ORANGUTAN VETERINARY ADVISORY GROUP (OVAG)
OVAG started in 2009 when a USA-based NGO, the Orangutan Conservancy (OC), held a workshop for veterinarians working in orangutan rescue and rehabilitation centers in Indonesia. OVAG now holds annual workshops
with the help of international specialists to improve their professional practices . OVAG also supports vets and
orangutan centers through on-site field visits and training, continuing veterinary education in country and abroad,
and providing policies and advocacy for orangutan conservation. Its mission is capacity building for vets working
with wildlife, especially orangutans. Its network comprises an extensive array of veterinarians, conservation managers, researchers, academics, and everything in between. See their website for further information on their activities, accomplishments, and resources. www.ovag.org/
NON HUMAN PRIMATE COVID-19 INFORMATION HUB
Nonhuman primates, being closely related to humans, may be susceptible to covid-19 - especially the great apes
(chimpanzees, bonobos, gorillas, orangutans). Since all great ape species are already endangered, i.e., at serious
risk of extinction, additional threats to their health and survival are of great concerns. Links below offer some
information and guidance on these concerns. umnadvet.instructure.com/courses/324
www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/great-apes-covid
ASP (AMERICAN SOCIETY OF PRIMATOLOGISTS) CONSERVATION INTRODUCTION
Nice introduction to the nonhuman primates - who they are, where they live, and why they are important
www.youtube.com/watch?v=5vVXXfMEv0Y&feature=youtu.be
CBC DOCUMENTARY: SHE WALKS WITH APES
This recent Canadian documentary considers the work of young women following in the footsteps of Jane
Goodall, Dian Fossey & Birute Galdikas - the women who revolutionized the study of wild great apes)
www.cbc.ca/natureofthings/episodes/
NATURAL HISTORY NEW ZEALAND - “ORANGUTAN JUNGLE SCHOOL”
New Zealand’s Natural History Unit has produced several television series about ex-captive orangutans being
rehabilitated to return to free forest life. Almost all these ex-captives are orphans, captured from the wild by
killing their mothers, then kept in captivity as ‘pets’ or ‘collectibles’. This is all illegal, so several organizations rescue these orphans, care for them in “sanctuary” like facilities in Borneo and Sumatra, and help them learn how
to return to free forest life. NHNZ has another such series in the works, check their website for updates and
information on where you can watch these series. www.nhnz.tv/
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Adopt a wild Orangutan in Kutai National Park
(see www.orangutan.ca)

Adoption donations help protect wild orangutans in Kutai National Park, through the Orangutan Kutai (OIK)
Project and Kutai National Park Authorities. The
Orangutan Kutai Project (OK) has found over 50
orangutans at its field sites within the national park;
those available for adoption are orangutans we find and
observe relatively often.
What adoptions support.
These orangutans are wild, so adoption supports efforts
to protect them and their habitat by helping to fund
OK's collaborative work
with Kutai NP authorities.

Darwin 2011

OK does not interfere with
their lives beyond monitoring, and strives to minimize
impact on the park itself.
The project’s regular work
involves following these
orangutans nest to nest,
monitoring forest conditions
(food availability, weather)
that influence their health,
habitat use and travel, and
monitoring human incursions into Kutai National
Park.

How OK activities support Kutai NP orangutans:
• Understanding. Following and monitoring improves
understanding of these orangutans’ behavior, life patterns, preferences, and forest needs.

• Speaking out. Publicizing findings to scientific, political,
and public audiences raises awareness of the recovery of
Kutai NP's orangutan population and habitat, their importance, and their unique qualities.
• Being there. Field researchers are recognized to help
protect orangutans and habitat by their regular presence
and monitoring. OK field staff are continuously active in
the park and have already helped reduce illegal human
activities there by regularly monitoring and reporting.
• Enhancing conservation effectiveness. The OK project applies its findings about KNP orangutans and habitat to develop more effective orangutan conservation
and management programs around the park.
What we give back to donors:
We cannot guarantee to
monitor each individual
orangutan adoptee continuously - youngsters grow up
and leave their mothers, and
mature males are often transient visitors.
We will send an annual newsletter to active donors that
reports the year's major
orangutan events, new scientific findings and contributions
to conservation, and updated
photographs and stories on all
the adoptees that could be
found and monitored.

2020 Adoptee updates
We have better adoptee options and updates for 2020-21 than we have been able to provide for the
last couple of years. The probable reason for improvement - Kutai National Park’s forest has been
recovering due to better rains following the severe droughts caused by an exteme El Nino evemt in
2015-16, so orangutans have resumed using our study area and are easier to find and to follow. On
top of that, we have some new babies, so we have some new possible adoptees. Some orangutans
that we saw very rarely from 2014-16 continue to reappear, and all have been in good shape.
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Darwin
Darwin is a young independent male we followed often in Bendili
2011-14. We have found him rarely since then, but in Oct. 2017
and June 2018 our observers found and briefly followed a lone
young male they tentatively identified as Darwin. He only occasionally kiss squeaked, suggesting he was used to our following him - as
Darwin was. He was calm and tolerant of observers - as Darwin
always was. In 2017, he got rid of our observers by disappearing
into thick undergrowth - a technique that Darwin excels in
(escaped our observers that way years ago…). In 2018 we found a
male we think was Darwin, based on his age and behavior (alone, in
line with his maturing), but followed him only till he nested.
If he was Darwin, he is now ca 17 years old (we estimated him to
be ~8 yrs old in 2011), so fully adult. Since 2018 no sightings, but he
would have changed so much that we just haven’t recognized him.

Langit

Labu &
Luna

Labu, Langit, Luna & L3. Labu is an adult female orangutan with two daughters, Langit (10.5 years old) and Luna (5 years old). We have
followed them with great interest, to see how they manage finding enough food for all three and how long Langit remains with her mother
and infant sister. Langit finally “left” her mother In 2019 and now travels independently in her own home range. But she has remained in areas adjacent to her mother’s home range, has friendly meetings her Labu and Luna, and may still eat with them when food supplies are good.
Important for science - Labu supported both young offspring for almost 3 full years: this is unique in being much longer than wild orangutan
mothers do elsewhere. Even bigger news in 2020, Labu gave birth to a new infant at the end of September. I haven’t heard more yet, and
since we’re not following orangutans due to covid-19 concerns we haven’t been able to collect any systematic information about them. But
its already highly important: Labu has had a new infant every 5 years, much more often than orangutans elsewhere.

Tanjung
Tanjung is Kutai NP’s grande dame. She has
lived for decades in the Prevab area. From
historical records we know she is over 50
years old. The first I read about her was in a
1989 research report by Dr. Akira Suzuki,
who found and followed her in the 1980s. His
report described her as an adult female with
a new infant (born Oct 1988) plus an older
dependent son, Dekong. Orangutan pregnancy is about 8 months long, females in Kutai
NP give birth every 5-7 years, and wild female orangutans have their first infant at
about 15 years of age (on average). Based on
her two sons, Tanjung must have been born
in the mid 1960s or earlier. That makes her
at least 54-55 years old now.
We also know Tanjung has had at least 5
offspring (Dekong, Danau, Bayur, Deng, a 5th

infant born in 2006 who vanished in 2009).
Bayur, her daughter, has had two young Bumi (born 2010, disappeared) and Bulan
(born 2015, still with her). We occasionally
see Tanjung visit Bayur and Bulan for a few
days. Bayur behaves as if she puts up with
Tanjung’s presence but doesn’t welcome it.
We have also seen Tanjung trying to attract
males in the last couple of year; they don’t
seem interested.
Being in her mid 50’s. Tanjung has some disabilities - blind in one eye, moves slowly, stiffly
and carefully, otherwise healthy and active.
She has survived three exceptionally severe
droughts and the great fires of Borneo following 1982-83 and 1997-98 droughts. She’s
among the oldest wild female orangutans
known, so among the most impressive wild
orangutans alive. We followed Tanjung several times in 2019, and she’s still doing fine.

© OK project
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Sally & Sule & S?

Pan

© OK

<— THEN (newborn Nov/13)

NOW (juvenile Jan/20) —>

Putri is the only adult female we’ve followed every year.
Her son Pan is now 7 years old; we’ve ’known’ Pan since
he was a newborn (Nov, 2013). He is old enough to be
semi-independent - and for Putri to reproduce again. This
year Putri was seen mating several times and showed
signs of pregnancy - and Pan was only sometimes nearby.
Conditions are suitable for her to reproduce again: An El
Nino drought ending early this year followed by La Nina
good rains would have encouraged and timed good vegetation growth and fruiting, enabling Putri to reproduce.

In July 2017 we followed a young adult female with an infant in the
eastern part of our Bendili area (upper left photo). They figured
she was Sally, whom we first followed in 2011 in that area; she was
then an older juvenile still travelling with her mother, Sissy. In 2013
we again followed Sally in the same area, as an independent adolescent and travelling with an unflanged male. From 2017 through
2020, we found her with her infant son Sule (estimated about 1 yr
old in 2017: upper left photo). We found her several times in
2019 and in 2020 - still with Sule, who should now be about 5
years old. In August and September 2020 we found Sally again, this
time looking pregnant; Sule was sometimes with her and sometimes alone (lower left and right photos). When our field team
found Sally again in Dec. 2020, she was carrying a new infant, estimated ~3 mo old. At that time Sule would have been about 5
years old so, Sally’s interbirth interval between Sule and her new
infant is about 5 years - like Labu’s between Luna her new infant.

Dao

Dao is a relatively young flanged adult male who
ranges in the Prevab area. He had a wound from a fight
in 2016 not heal. We arranged help from the Kutai NP
authority and a BOS Foundation veterinary team. The
vet team caught him then cleaned and medicated his
wound. Within two weeks his wound was dry and he
was eating up a storm, and within 3-4 months back to
normal. We haven’t followed him recently - and as an
adult male he probably ranges over large areas of forest
- but we sight him periodically and he’s doing well. We
think he’s a great orangutan for adoption. He and other
KNP orangutans are surviving in protected habitat - but
it is surrounded by humans and it suffers poaching. Dao
may have been injured because he *had* to fight, due to
increasing competition with humans for dwindling forest
resources. It is also due to humans who care about
orangutans, however, that Dao has forest in which to
live, and care when he needed it.
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BOS Canada
BOS Canada is offering small grants in 2021 to support conservation research on orangutans or related projects, including conservation education. Projects involving direct conservation work must include a research component that evaluates the effectiveness of the conservation work proposed and
an explanation of the practices that will be put in place to avoid spreading covid-19.
Award amounts range from $1,000 to $2,000 CAD.
Application deadline: Feb 28, 2021. For application forms see: http://orangutan.ca/grants/

BOS Canada Donation
I would like to make a tax-deductible donation of $ ____________ to BOS Canada
to support orangutan protection projects.
Name:

____________________________________________________________________________

Address:

____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

Phone:

__________________________

email:

_____________________________________

Send this form with your donation to BOS Canada, 74 Boultbee Av., Toronto ON M4J 1B1, Canada
To be eligible for a charitable receipt, donations must have a minimum value of $20 CAD
BOS Canada is a registered Canadian Charity # 86282 4786 RR0001
You can also donate online, by credit card, through our web site www.orangutan.ca

